
Resolution of York Township Democratic Organization (YTDO) Urging the State of lllinois
GeneralAssembly to Enact Legislation Prohibit ing lmmigration and Custom Enforcement
(lCE) from Conducting Civi l  lmmigration Enforcement in or Near State Courthouses and

Other Sensit ive Locations

Whereas in January 2025, Donald J. Trump takes off ice as President of the United States;

Whereas one of Trump's campaign promises is to deport mil l ions of undocumented immigrants;

Whereas a non-cit izen without legal status in the Unted States is removable under 8 USC 1227,

Whereas the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) priori t ize for apprehension and removal
or noncit izens who are a threat to our national security, public safety, and border security over
non-cit izens whose presence in the United States is not considered a threat to our society;

Whereas despite the policy stated above, ICE immigration enforcement took place at a variety
of places in the past;

Whereas the Obama Administration implemented policy on sensitive locations that were exempt
from ICE civi l  immigration enforcement, including schools, hospitals, churches, synagogues,
mosques or other insti tut ions of worship, the site of a funeral, wedding, or other public rel igious
ceremony, and a site during the occurrence of a public demonstration; however, state
courthouses were excluded from the l ist of sensit ive locations;

Whereas during Trump 1.0, ICE enforcement off icers dramatical ly increased their presence in
state and local cou(houses as reported by numerous reputable sources, in addition to raiding
other places such as worksites, where a large number of undocumented immigrants presumed
to be present, terrorizing employees and communit ies;

Whereas Brennan Center for Justice, one of such sources, reported in 2019 that " lCE off icers
have walked the halls, sat in courtrooms, and questioned court attendees and staff,  trying to
identify and arrest people in court for cases unrelated to immigration" to conduct warrantless
arrests [1], in 2019, then Chief Justice of Cali fornia, Tani G. Canti l-Sakauye, issued a statement
to Jeff Sessions, then Attorney General of the United States, and John Kelly, then Secretary of
Homeland Security, stating in part, " l  am deeply concerned about reports from some of our tr ial
courts that immigratron agents appear to be stalking undocumented immigrants in our
courthouses to make arrests" and asked Sessions and Kelly, " l  respectful ly request that you
refrain from this sort of enforcement in Cali fornia's courthouses" [2], indicating the magnitude of
the problems posed by ICE's presence in state courthouses,

Whereas as U.S. immigration law is a federal law, state courts have no jurisdict ion over
immigration subject matter; instead, states and local courts are where ordinary people seek
justice under state laws irrespective of their immigration status;

Whereas subject matters of cases heard at a state and local court level are deeply intertwined in
everyday l i fe of ordinary people, such as divorce, custody, chi ld support, traff ic violations,
contract dispute, trust and estate, personal injury, state crimrnal matters, and l i t igants,
witnesses, vict ims and their famil ies must be able to feel safe to appear in court to present their
case and provide their testimonies;
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Whereas Secretary Mayorkas directed ICE and CBP to place new l imits on civi l  immigration
enforcement actions in or near courthouses on Apri l  27,2021, stating that "a civi l  immigration
enforcement action may be taken in or near a courthouse only in certain l imited instances,
including the fol lowing.
(1) i t  involves a national security matter
(2) there is an imminent r isk of death, violence, or physical harm to any person
(3) i t  involves hot pursuit of an individual who poses a threat to public safety, or
(4) there is an imminent r isk of destruction of evidence material to a criminal case" [3];

Whereas Secretary of Homeland Security, Alejandro N. Mayorkas issued a policy statement on
October 12,2021, directing lCE, U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) and U.S.
Cit izenship and lmmigration Services (USCIS) to cease mass worksite operations [4];

Whereas Secretary Mayorkas issued a policy memorandum, "Guidelines for Enforcement
Actions in or Near Protected Areas" on October 27,2021, which l ist examples of protected
areas where civi l  immigration enforcement should not be taking place, including:
(1) A school, such as a pre-school, primary or secondary school, vocational ortrade school, or

college or university
(2) A medical or mental healthcare faci l i ty, such as a hospital, doctor's off ice, health cl inic,

vaccination or testing site, urgent care center, site that serves pregnant individuals, or
community health center

(3) A place of worship or rel igious study, whether in a structure dedicated to activit ies of
faith (such as a church or rel igious school) or a temporary faci l i ty or location where such
activit ies are taking place

(4) A place where children gather, such as a playground, recreation center, chi ldcare center,
before- or after-school care center, foster care facility, group home for children, or school
bus stop

(5) A social services establishment, such as a crisis center, domestic violence shelter, vict ims
services center, chi ld advocacy center, supervised visitat ion center, family justice center,
community-based organization, faci l i ty that serves disabled persons, homeless shelter, drug
or alcohol counseling and treatment faci l i ty, or food bank or pantry or other establishment
distr ibuting food or other essentials of l i fe to people in need

(6) A place where disaster or emergency response and rel ief is being provided, such as along
evacuation routes, where shelter or emergency supplies, food, or water are being
distr ibuted, or registration for disaster-related assistance or family reunif ication is undenruay.

(7) A place where a funeral, graveside ceremony, rosary, wedding, or other rel igious or civi l
ceremonies or observances occur

(8) A place where there is an ongoing parade, demonstration, or ral ly [5]:

Whereas protecting immigrant communit ies and communit ies at large is considered to be in the
interest of the United States by the current Administration as indicated above;

Whereas NBC reported that Trump plans to rescind a long-standing policy that has prevented
ICE agents from arresting undocumented people at or near sensit ive locations [6]; in other
words, Trump 2.0 policy can be expected to be "any place is a fair game" for ICE enforcement;

Whereas while raiding any place would have devastating consequences on those who are
arrested and taken into custody and who witnessed it ,  raiding sensit ive locations or in or near a
state courlhouse would have long-lasting and often irreversible impact on those involved, by
terrorizing al l  who were present at a raided location, separating famil ies, disturbing peace and
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stabil i ty, obstructing justice, and creating mistrust among people and with local law
enforcement;

Whereas while impacts are ascertainable to any lay person, examples below demonstrate that
the impact would not be l imited to an individual taken into custody by ICE:
(1) An undocumented woman who is trying to divorce from her abusive husband and get the

custody of her daughter is taken into custody by ICE while giving her testimony in a
domestic relations court; her opportunity to be heard denied, justice obstructed, and her
daughter left motherless.

(2) An undocumented young man who is a state prosecution's cri t ical witness to a state criminal
case is arrested by ICE outside the courtroom even before he is called to testify by the
State; the State of lL lost an important witness, and an accused's r ight to question the
witness denied.

(3) An undocumented single mother is taken into custody by ICE when she is at her son's
school to pick him up in front of him, his classmates and their parents, traumatizing those
who witnessed and the community, and the son left motherless.

(4) ICE agents wait outside a place of worship and arrest unsuspected attendees or raid a
funeral service in progress and make arrests based solely on their race, terrorizing
attendees and obstructing peace.

(5) An undocumented parent at a park distr ict event or public l ibrary event with her chi ld is
taken into custody leaving the child with no one to care for him.

(6) An undocumented domestic violence vict im or a witness to a crime would not report the
crime to law enforcement for fear of being referred to ICE;

Whereas the above example may be subtle compared to ICE tactics of separation of famil ies at
the southern borders, they constitute separation of famrlies nonetheless;

Whereas the state government provides more protection to i ts cit izens, and accordingly the
State of l l l inois has taken steps to protect undocumented immigrants by enacting the TRUST
Act and VOICES Act, demonstrating the State of l l l inois' commitment to protect communit ies at
large; and

Whereas since undocumented immigrants and their famil ies l ive among us within our
community, Trump's plan to arrest and remove undocumented immigrants indiscriminately with
conscious disregard to the exist ing policies of respecting sensit ive locations and state
courthouses wil l  have an astronomical impact on people of the State of l l l inois; now therefore,
be it

Resolved, that the York Township Democratic Organization (YTDO):

1. Urges the l l l inois General Assembly to acknowledge that the policies currently in place
with regard to sensit ive locations where ICE is barred from conducting immigration
enforcement, l imited enforcement in or near courthouses and the cease of worksite
immigration enforcement are in the interest of communit ies in the State of l l l inois and
should remain intact, and the incoming Administration should adhere to the current
policies in place;

2. Urges the l l l inois General Assembly to demand ICE to al locate l imited resources to
remove non-cit izens who pose a threat to our national security, public safety and border
security, and to object ICE's use of taxpayer money to remove noncit izens whose
presence in the United States does not pose any threat to our society;
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3. Urges the l l l inois General Assembly to reconfirm that State courthouses are open and
should remain open to al l  irrespective of their immigrant status;

4. Urges the l l l inois GeneralAssembly to acknowledge that anyone appearing in state
courthouse, a l i t igant, vict im, witness or othenruise, should be able to appear without fear
of a possibi l i ty of being taken into custody by ICE;

5. Urges the l l l inois Assembly to recognize that mere presence of ICE off icers in or near a
courthouse wil l  int imidate undocumented immigrants who othenruise have a legit imate
reason for being at the courthouse and might as well discourage them from appearing in
court, thus denying them a right to be heard and justice they deserve and obstructing
administration of justice in the State of l l l inois, a foundation of our democratic system;

6. Urges the lllinois Assembly to reconfirm that all people have the right to attend a place of
worship, work to earn l iving and provide for family, gather with others to celebrate l i fe
events, mourn a loss of their loved one, attend schools, part icipate in park distr ict
events, to read and learn at a local l ibrary, seek and receive medical treatment, and
seek rel ief in a t ime of natural disaster and emergency without fear of a possibi l i ty of
being taken to custody by ICE;

7. Urges the l l l inois General Assembly to acknowledge that ICE immigration enforcement
at any of places designated as sensit ive places and worksites wil l  have devastating
consequences by tearing famil ies apart and leaving everyone present at the
enforcement site wrth traumatizing psychological effect;

8. Urges the State of l l l inois to be proud of the steps it  has taken to protect undocumented
immigrants in the state and acknowledge that i t  can take further steps to provide
protection to i ts cit izens; and

9. Urge the l l l inois GeneralAssembly to enact legislat ion prohibit ing ICE from conducting
civi l  immigration enforcement at sensit ive locations and worksites as outl ined in the
Mayorkas policy memo dated October 27,2021, and October 12,2021 respectively and
allowing l imited civi l  immigration enforcement in or near a courthouse in accordance with
the Mayorkas policy memo dated Aprl l27,2021 to protect l l l inois famil ies and
communit ies at large from ICE intimidation and terrorization.

Mover: Nobuko Kudo, Esq., YTDO Executive Committee; YorkPC96@gmail.com; 630-403-8446
Seconders: York Township Democratic Organization, County of DuPage, State of l l l inois
January 8,2025.

[L] https://www.brennancenter.orq/our-work/analvsis-opinion/states-push-back-aqainst- ice-
courthouse-arrests

[2] https://newsroom.courts.ca.qov/news/chief- iustice-canti l-sakauve-obiects-immiqration-
enforcement-tactics-ca I ifo rn i a-cou rth ouses

[3] https://www.dhs.qov/news/2021104/27ldhs-announces-new-quidance-l imit- ice-and-cbp-civi l-
enforcement-actions-or-nea r
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[4]https://www.dhs.qov/sites/defaulVfiles/publications/memo from secretarv mavorkas on wor
ksite enforcement.pdf

[5] https.//www.dhs.qov/sites/default/files/publications/21 1027 opa quidelines-enforcement-
actions-i n-nea r-protected-areas. pdf

[6] https://www.nbcnews.com/investiqations/trump-scrap-restriction-ice-arrests-churches-
schools-rcna 1 83688
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